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INTRODUCTION

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is
now a global hub for business and
innovation, attracting entrepreneurs
and investors worldwide. Its prime
location, business-friendly policies,
and advanced infrastructure make
it the perfect location for companies
entering the Middle East.

The UAE's tech industry has grown
rapidly, attracting both start-

ups and established companies.
This guide covers the options for
starting a tech company in the UAE,
focusing on the Dubai International
Financial Centre (DIFC) as a key
innovation hub for start-ups.
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FREE ZONES:
A GATEWAY TO
BUSINESS SUCCESS

The UAE offers several free zone
options for businesses, each with
unique advantages and incentives.

Free zones are designated
areas that offer:

» 100% foreign ownership

» Zero taxes
» Simplified company setup

» Access to advanced
infrastructure

These free zones cater to specific
industries, and for tech companies,
there are several prominent options.
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Meydan Free Zone

Located in Dubai, Meydan Free Zone supports
companies in the technology, media, and
creative industries. It offers co-working
spaces, business centers, and access to a
network of investors and mentors, making it
an attractive option for tech start-ups.

More details: Meydan Free Zone official website. mpqdan : FZ

DUBAI TO THE WORLD

Shams (Sharjah Media City)

Shams, situated in the emirate of Sharjah, is another popular
free zone for tech companies. It provides 100% foreign ownership,
zero taxes, and advanced infrastructure. Shams also offers an

'Innovation Package' designed for start-ups and entrepreneurs \\
in the technology and media sectors, including a two-year visa \\%\\\“IW///Z
and access to training and networking opportunities. Suuos 2
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More details: Shams official website.
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SPC Free Zone (Sharjah Publishing City)

SPC is dedicated to the publishing and printing

industries, making it ideal for tech companies

involved in digital publishing and e-commerce.

It offers access to a global network of printing

and publishing companies, providing valuable :

resources for businesses in the tech industry. K SPC

More details: the SPC Free Zone website Free Zone
&
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Fujairah Creative City

Fujairah Creative City caters to

the creative and media industries,
offering business support, networking
opportunities, and access to advanced
technology and infrastructure, making it

a suitable location for tech companies. ‘,N"‘

More details: the Fujairah Creative City website. CREATIVE CITY
MEDIA FREE ZONE

Dubai Silicon Oasis (DSO)

Dubai Silicon Oasis is a prominent tech-free zone

in Dubai, known for its advanced infrastructure and
technology-focused environment. It offers access to a talent
pool of skilled professionals, advanced IT infrastructure,

and a business-friendly regulatory environment,

making it an ideal location for tech companies
: ®—O @
a—ay
More details: the Dubai Silicon Oasis Authority website. o) uuo asle

Dubai Silicon Oasis

Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC):
A Tech Innovation Hub

The Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC) stands out as a leading
free zone in the UAE, gaining a reputation as a tech innovation hub for
start-ups. Learn more about the DIFC in the next section.
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DUBAI INTERNATIONAL
FINANCIAL CENTRE (DIFC):
A TECH INNOVATION HUB

DIFC >

Known for its business-friendly
policies and advanced
infrastructure, DIFC offers a range
of benefits for tech companies.

These include:

» 100% foreign ownership
» Zero taxes

» Access to a skilled workforce

Innovation License

DIFC has recently launched its
‘Innovation License, which allows
start-ups and entrepreneurs

to test their business concepts
and ideas within a controlled
regulatory environment.

This initiative promotes innovation
and supports the growth of tech
companies in the region.

More information is available
on the DIFC website.

FinTech Hive

A key factor that makes DIFC

a sought-after destination for
tech companies is its focus on
innovation and technology.

The free zone has established
the ‘FinTech Hive," a co-working
space designed for start-ups
and entrepreneurs in the
financial technology sector.
This space provides access

to mentors, investors, and
industry experts, creating a
collaborative environment

for budding tech companies.

Details can be found on the

FinTech Hive website.

Global Partnerships

DIFC has partnered with

leading global accelerators and
incubators to provide additional
support and resources to tech
start-ups. These partnerships
enhance the opportunities for
start-ups to scale and succeed in
the competitive tech landscape.
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https://www.fintechhive.ae/
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DIFC: THE LEADING
TECH HUB IN THE UAE

The UAE offers various free zones for
tech companies, each with unique
benefits and incentives. The DIFC stands
out as a leading tech hub for start-ups,
while other free zones also offer valuable
resources for tech businesses.

With business-friendly policies,
advanced infrastructure, and a
strategic location, the UAE is a
top choice for entrepreneurs and

companies aiming to build successful
tech ventures in the Middle East.
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Additional Resources

For more detailed information on setting up a tech
business in the UAE, you can visit the following
government and official websites:

© UAE Government Portal

© Dubai Chamber of Commerce

© UAE Ministry of Economy

@ Dubai Technology Entrepreneur Campus (Dtec)

These resources provide comprehensive guidelines,
regulatory information, and support services for

businesses looking to establish and grow in the UAE.
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https://www.moec.gov.ae/
https://dtec.ae/
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